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Cattle graze on Knapp Ranch, the proposed site for Pacific Gales golf course. An environmental group has 
challenged the building of the golf course on the property. 
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GOLD BEACH — The proposed Pacific Gales Golf Course again has gained approval in 
Curry County, setting up a likely legal battle before the Oregon Land Use Board of 
Appeals. 

The Curry County Commissioners affirmed an earlier decision by the county's planning 
commission to approve a conditional use permit for the golf course, which would be built 
on a portion of Knapp Ranch just north of Port Orford. 

The Planning Commission's decision had been appealed by the Oregon Coast Alliance. 

But commissioners David Brock Smith and Susan Brown voted in favor of the 
conditional use permit for Elk River Property Development LLC. 



“The applicant has done everything needed in the application,” Brown said. “I am in 
agreement with our planning commission.” 

The third commissioner, Tom Huxley, was not in office when the appeal process started 
and did not vote on the issue. 

The commissioners' decision won't become official until they sign the final order, with a 
meeting for that action scheduled for 3 p.m. on Jan. 15. 

ORCA is expected to appeal the decision to LUBA, just as the group did after the county 
approved a similar conditional use permit for the golf course a year earlier. The Oregon 
Shores Conservation Coalition also may join in the appeal after submitting testimony 
against the Planning Commission's decision. 

The developers withdrew their first conditional use application following the appeal to 
LUBA in 2014 and came back with the second proposal, which they feel has a better 
chance of approval. 

“I'm very happy because we're going to win,” said Jim Haley, one of the partners in Elk 
River Property Development, LLC. “I am confident that this summer we're going to be 
moving dirt and building a golf course down there in Port Orford.” 

Two key points likely to come up in the appeal are the concept of design capacity and 
water for the golf course. 

ORCA has argued that the proposed clubhouse and other buildings for the golf course 
create a design capacity of more than 100 people, which is not allowed within 3 miles of 
an urban growth boundary. But the developers argue that while the maximum occupancy 
might be well over 100 people, especially given the size that will be required for the 
facilities to house the golf course equipment, the design capacity — how many people the 
buildings will be designed to hold at any one time — will be much smaller. 

Ultimately, LUBA likely will be asked to settle that dispute. 

As for water, ORCA argued in its appeal to the county that there is no guarantee there is 
enough water for the golf course because the Oregon Water Resources Department has 
canceled water rights for Knapp Ranch because they were not perfected within the proper 
timeline. Without the ability to get water from the Knapp Ranch water rights, there 
wouldn't be enough water for the course. 

The developers, though, say there are plenty of other options for getting water. 

“We don't really need the Knapps' water,” Haley said. “There's water all over that country 
down there.” 



But water is a sore subject for Haley because the Water Resources Department canceled 
the water rights primarily because of ORCA, which requested the action. 

Without the right to pump water from the Elk River, the Knapps won't be able to irrigate 
their own pastures, thus hampering their ranching operations on the rest of the property. 

“The Oregon Coast Alliance is trying to take the Knapps' water rights away from them,” 
Haley said. “I am very upset about that. That's not right.” 

 


