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Troy Russell, Pacific Gales project manager, surveys the proposed site for the golf 
course's clubhouse, which would feature views of Cape Blanco to the north. 
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PORT ORFORD — Developers of the proposed Pacific Gales golf course near Port 
Orford remain committed to the project that has been delayed by an appeal from Oregon 
Coast Alliance. 

The Curry County Planning Commission approved a conditional use permit to allow the 
golf course on a portion of the Knapp Ranch between Port Orford and the Elk River and 
the Curry County Board of Commissioners affirmed that decision after ORCA appealed 
it. 

Now ORCA has taken the case to the Oregon Land Use Board of Appeals, which 
eventually will rule on the matter, either agreeing with the commissioners or ruling that 



the county was wrong with all or part of its decision and sending the matter back to Curry 
County. 

Meanwhile, the developers are confident they will be able to build a scenic golf course 
that will provide a boost for the local economy. 

“I’ve been (working on) this project for 15 years,” said Jim Haley, one of the partners in 
Elk River Property Development LLC. “I’m not going away.” 

During the hearing process in Curry County, the project received widespread support 
from community leaders and residents. The golf course could benefit the community both 
by providing jobs and spurring other development. 

Haley said he recently talked with a developer who hopes to put in 18 duplexes near 
Garrison Lake and said other development also is likely. 

One of the claims Oregon Coast Alliance has made while opposing the project from its 
inception is that it won’t provide sustained economic growth for the area. 

“These comments about no economic development are comedy,” Haley said. “The city 
manager is excited we’re coming there.” 

ORCA also has claimed that it doesn’t want to see prime farmland taken out of 
production for a golf course, though the developers say Knapp Ranch is far from prime 
farmland. 

ORCA’s appeals to LUBA likely will hinge on a few technicalities. 

Among the points in their appeal to the commissioners was the argument that a portion of 
the proposed course legally is high-value farmland because in the late 1990s, there was a 
water right to irrigate it. High value farmland would require an exception, not just a 
conditional use permit. 

Curry County agreed with the developers that since that water right never was used, it no 
longer applies. 

Troy Russell, the project manager for Elk River Property Development LLC, said the 
Knapp family initially hoped to develop cranberry bogs on the portion of the property in 
question. But when the cranberry market dropped off, they abandoned that plan. 

“They never developed it,” Russell said. “That water right was null and void in 2004.” 

Another ORCA argument was that the buildings for the proposed course would have too 
great a capacity given how near the golf course is to the Port Orford Urban Growth 
Boundary. 



Again, the commissioners agreed with the developers that the functional capacity of the 
buildings, which have not yet been designed, will be within the allowable limit. In terms 
of size, some buildings will be large just because they have to store equipment. 

Russell said he’s curious how LUBA will rule on that issue since there’s no legal 
precedent on the argument of intended occupancy versus actual capacity. 

ORCA hopes the three-member LUBA agrees with its arguments. 

“The point of filing the appeal is we disagree with the county’s interpretation of the legal 
issues that come up,” said Cameron La Follette, the land use director for ORCA. “We 
think that there is value in legal review by the land use court on those issues.” 

ORCA also is concerned about the impact of the golf course on a tributary to the Elk 
River, which can be habitat for fragile salmon populations. But the county agreed with 
the developers that since the tributary is not on the portion of the ranch being leased for 
the golf course, it is out of the group’s control. 

Even though they aren’t required to do anything, the developers are working with Oregon 
Department of Fish and Wildlife to do an assessment of the tributary to find out just what 
type of fish are in it and the best ways to improve the habitat for them, Russell said. 

In the meantime, the developers will wait for a LUBA decision that could be a few 
months away, knowing that the county strongly supports the project. 

In the final order denying the appeal by ORCA, the commissioners said Pacific Gales 
would be good for Curry County. 

“The board finds that the proposed golf course will enhance and diversify the outdoor 
recreational activities offered in the county, on one of Southern Oregon’s most scenic 
locations,” they wrote. “It will create numerous employment opportunities and will 
contribute to the economic growth in the region. 

“The board further finds that the golf course will be a leader in environmental 
sustainability and will not have adverse impacts on farming, forestry practices or on 
environmental and natural resources in the area.” 

Sports Editor John Gunther can be reached at 541-269-1222, ext. 241, 
or by email at john.gunther@theworldlink.com. 

 


