
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF PORT ORFORD CITY COUNCIL IN SUPPORT OF 

AMENDING THE CITY’S WASTEWATER DISCHARGE PERMIT TO PROVIDE TREATED 

EFFLUENT FOR IRRIGATION OF PACIFIC GALES GOLF COURSE 

 

WHEREAS, Elk River Property Development, LLC has applied for and obtained land use approval from 

Curry County to develop a golf course known as Pacific Gales Golf Course on a parcel of land adjacent to 

the urban growth boundary of the City of Port Orford; and 

 

WHEREAS, the developer will be requesting that treated effluent water from the City of Port Orford 

municipal wastewater treatment facility be made available for purposes of golf course irrigation; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Port Orford municipal wastewater treatment facility currently discharges all 

treated effluent into the Pacific Ocean from an underwater outfall pipe; and 

 

WHEREAS, the state and federal permits governing the operation of the City of Port Orford municipal 

wastewater treatment facility do not currently provide for any alternative means of disposing of treated 

effluent, aside from discharging it into the Pacific Ocean; and 

 

WHEREAS, an ocean storm or other event could cause the existing underwater outfall pipe to 

malfunction, leaving the City of Port Orford with inadequate effluent disposal options and the likelihood 

of expensive repairs; and 

 

WHEREAS, scientific research suggests the current practice of discharging treated effluent directly into 

the Pacific Ocean is not beneficial to the marine ecosystem; and 

 

WHEREAS, a healthy marine ecosystem is vital to the local fishing and tourism economies; and  

 

WHEREAS, diversion of the treated effluent to a storage pond at the Pacific Gales Golf Course would 

allow for the developer to provide additional water quality treatments; and 

 

WHEREAS, the use of treated effluent as irrigation for turf grass would allow for soil filtration and 

biological water quality treatments that would be ecologically preferable compared to the current practice 

of discharging treated effluent into the Pacific Ocean; and 

 

WHEREAS, the developer requesting the use of the treated effluent has proposed to pay for the costs of 

amending necessary state and federal permits, and also the costs of designing, engineering and building 

the physical infrastructure to provide additional water quality treatment capabilities and to transport the 

treated effluent to the golf course, and also the costs of operating the facilities that would deliver the 

treated effluent to the golf course; and 

 

WHEREAS, the developer has proposed a pipe running along public rights-of-way between the City of 

Port Orford municipal wastewater treatment facility and the golf course, with a design that would include 

fire hydrants and the ability to generate back-pressure from the storage pond at the golf course, such that 

treated effluent could be used for firefighting by emergency services if the need ever arose; and 

 

WHEREAS, the applicant has secured an option to purchase a piece of land known as _______, which 

could provide an efficient routing for a new “gravity flow” sewage line serving existing and future 



development in northern areas of Port Orford, obviating the need for sewage lift pumps in some areas and 

allowing the city to avoid the significant costs associated with maintenance and operation of the lift 

pumps; and 

 

WHEREAS, the developer of the golf course has indicated that it is keeping its options open by also 

pursuing applications for new irrigation permits from either the Elk River or groundwater wells, the 

developer has stated that the use of treated effluent would be the preferred and most environmentally 

sustainable source of irrigation , as it would preserve the river and groundwater for other uses, including 

the possibility that the Oregon Department of Water Resources could approve the use of groundwater for 

municipal purposes in the future; and 

 

WHEREAS, the developer seeks non-binding affirmation that the City Council of Port Orford is 

supportive of this initiative, before the developer can justify spending the funds necessary to design the 

physical infrastructure improvements and generate the documentation necessary to amend the applicable 

state and federal permits; 

 

Now, therefore, be it resolved by the Common Council of the City of Port Orford, that the proposed use 

of treated effluent for irrigation of the Pacific Gales Golf Course would be beneficial to the environment, 

and it also would be prudent for the city to develop an alternative method of disposing of its treated 

effluent, so the city will no longer be solely reliant on the existing underwater outfall pipe in the Pacific 

Ocean. The City of Port Orford is supportive of the proposal, and it encourages the developer to continue 

with the design work and the analysis necessary to amend the applicable state and federal permits. The 

City of Port Orford is confident that, after the developer has completed its design work and analysis to 

support amendment of the applicable state and federal permits, the city and the developer will be able to 

reach a mutually beneficial final agreement on the specific terms of this project.  

 

Approved by the Common Council of the City of Port Orford and effective this __ day of _____ 2015.  

 

_____________________ 

Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

_____________________ 

City Recorder 


