
 
 

 
November 24, 2020 

 
To: Port Orford City Council 
 
From: Steve Lawton 
 710 Jefferson St. 
 Port Orford 
 
This letter is written in support of reducing the allowable building height within the City to a maximum of 30 feet 
across all zones (except the Port of Port Orford). This proposed ordinance is the only and possibly last chance to 
protect the community’s character and livability and avoid Port Orford for becoming the last coastal community 
overwhelmed by inappropriate, out-of-scale development.    
 
Appropriate Balance 
The 30-foot building height limit is an appropriate balance between the needs for: 

• a healthy local economy 

• flexibility in design for houses and commercial buildings 

• affordable housing  

• protection of our small, coastal community’s character and social fabric 

• maintaining the livability within our community 

• financial returns for real estate investors 

Inadequate City Water System and Water Supply 

• The City is barely meeting the water demand by our current residents, businesses and visitors 

• During the driest summer months and peak tourist season, the City struggles to meet the peak demand 

and is running at full capacity (300,000 gallons per day) 

• The proposed building height restriction is the only immediate, no-cost option to ensure the City has 

adequate water to meet the current needs of our community  

• The 2010 Port Orford Water Supply Expansion Report states the “City is running out of water” 

• In 2006 and 2020, the City prepared for emergency water shortages requiring voluntary conservation due 

to high demand and inadequate water levels in our reservoir 

• Three- and four-story tall buildings will place a disproportionate demand on the aging and inadequate City 

water and sewer system and will require significant and costly infrastructure improvements 

• The City has inadequate water volume and pressure to serve three- and four-story tall buildings  

• The Port Orford planning document “Looking to the Future” states that “the present pipe sizes in the area 

(MU 10 Zone) are inadequate to handle the flow necessary in a fire emergency” 

• Is the City willing to ask the voters to approve a major bond measure that will significantly raise taxes for 

such water system improvements while knowing it will have a difficult time being passed? 

o Since the City Service Development Charges will not fully cover those costs, it is unfair for residents 

to have to subsidize the costly water and sewer system improvements that are required for 3- and 

4-story tall buildings  

Inadequate Fire Protection 

• The City’s volunteer fire department does not have the ability or fire fighting equipment to adequately fight 

a fire in a 3- and 4-story tall building 

• Currently, the volunteer fire department has ladders that can reach only 28 feet tall 

• The present pipe sizes in the MU 10 Zone) can’t provide the necessary flow in a fire emergency 

• Who will pay for the costly fire protection improvements to meet the needs of tall buildings? 

 
 
 



 
 
Lowering the Allowable Building Height will Not Harm Our Local Economy 

• At the beginning of 2020, unemployment in Curry county was at record low of 3.9% and local businesses 

were having a hard time finding qualified and dependable employees 

• There is no justified need for three- and four-story tall buildings: 

• The Port Orford real estate market and house construction is strong and experiencing significant growth 

• There is a significant addition of short-term vacation rentals  

• House and property values in Port Orford are rapidly increasing 

• The last four major commercial buildings have been under 30 feet tall: 

o Redfish Restaurant and Gallery 

o Gold Beach Lumber 

o Dollar General  

o Tj’s Café and Restaurant 

• All of this economic growth has occurred without the inclusion of three- and four-story tall buildings 

• Many Oregon coastal communities have 2-story hotels, commercial, retail, and medical buildings 

Three- and Four-Story Tall Buildings Will Harm Our Neighborhoods and Community Livability 

• The City’s planning report “Looking to the Future” states: 

▪ “the intent of the MU 10 Zone to maintain our small coastal town ambiance and small town 

neighborhood character” 

▪ “Port Orford has an opportunity through City planning and zoning to maintain the unique character 

of Port Orford ….in a manner that will protect the existing character of the community and assist in 

retaining the small-town atmosphere” 

▪ “Locating a commercial use that is large in scale in an established residential neighborhood could 

potentially negatively affect the character of the established residential neighborhood.” 

▪ “64% of the lots within the MU 10 Zone are private residences” that will be dwarfed by out-of-scale 

three- and four-story tall buildings 

• With no off-street parking requirements, tall, out-of-scale buildings will:  

▪ increase the number of cars, trucks and campers parked on neighborhood streets 

▪ increase neighborhood traffic and noise  

▪ limit available on street parking for local residents 

• Under the current zoning rules, the Redfish Restaurant and Gallery or the Shoreline Motel could be a   

four-story tall hotel or commercial building 

▪ Such a large, out-of-scale building would significantly detract from the Battle Rock open space and 

ocean vista 

▪ With no required off-street parking, the customers and employees of this four-story tall building 

would park in the Battle Rock Park parking lot leaving minimal parking available for local residents 

• Many property owners favor allowing three-and four-story buildings because it increases the value of their 

property.  But higher property values will only reduce the opportunity for affordable housing. 

 
Based on the above reasons, I support the proposed planning ordinance to reduce building heights to a maximum 
of 30 feet across all zones (except the Port of Port Orford).  I believe that it will protect the character and livability 
of our community while serving the needs of investors and building design while not harming our local economy. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
 


